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being 'hemmed in/ they wrote. They asserted that this
combination of hostile forces was a menace to their existence.
It was not Germany that was threatening to break the peace
of the world, they declared, but their enemies who were
seeking to cut across their path wherever they were trying to
extend their influence, to deny them ' a place in the sun/ and
to humiliate them as a great power. So many sincerely
believed, with some proof, as it must be admitted, that the
diplomats of Russia, France and Great Britain had combined
to check German influence in Asia and Africa. But people
who allow their rulers to talk habitually of ' mailed fists * and
preach a gospel of brute force, glorifying warfare, ought not
to be surprised when other nations combine to oppose them.

What is more remarkable is that in Great Britain there
were few people who regarded this German menace seriously.
They believed in the peaceful commonsense of German
democracy rather than in the wild ravings of the Imperialists.
They knew nothing, in the mass, of those conflicting forces
of commercial and racial rivalry leading up to a world-wide
explosion.

In England a series of industrial strikes, the struggle for
Home Rule in Ireland, the exciting agitation in favour of
votes for women, occupied most people's minds to the ex-
clusion of all international problems. Their statesmen did
not warn them of the enormous danger looming close, did not
reveal to them the secret understandings in which their
lives were involved, did not train them for self-defence in a
war that was really inevitable because of the conflict of
national ambitions and the feverish increase of Navies and
Armies, and the piling up of armaments, which made all
Europe a powder-magazine for a spark to fire.

The spark was fired when the Archduke Ferdinand of Austria
was assassinated at Serajevo by a Serbian fanatic, as Austria
believed without absolute proof. The Austrian Government
demanded humiliating terms of punishment from the Serbians,
and Germany stiffened these demands* Russia, the friend